
Andrew is an international development practitioner specializing in monitoring and evaluation
of foreign aid projects. Originally from LA, he has lived in DC on and off since 2008. When not
nerding out about data and statistics, you can find him watching or playing soccer and
baseball, meandering through nature, or reading sci-fi. 

Current work: I work for a consulting firm that primarily carries out monitoring and evaluation
of international development projects funded by the US government.

Senior Quality Assurance and Technical Manager, Q2 Impact
Andrew Carmona

linkedin.com/in/ajcarmona/

Anna has been with USAID since fall of 2021, and is grateful for the opportunity to develop and
facilitate courses in both technical sectors and those with DEIA or inclusion focuses.  Anna has
more than 15 years of experience in education including time as a classroom teacher, and as
deputy program director with a national literacy nonprofit. Anna just joined the board of a
small Tanzanian education organization, Jifundishe, and is proficient in Swahili. She holds a BA
in Anthropology and Africana Studies from the University of Pittsburgh and an MSEd in
International Educational Development, from The University of Pennsylvania.
 
Anna enjoys hiking, cooking, seeing live music and traversing the mid-atlantic on road trips
with her pup, to visit family and friends. Recently, Anna is reconnecting to her Judaism
through Hebrew songs, small rituals, activism, and learning about her family's lineage. 
 
Current work: I develop courses for staff who work in the Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance,
the disaster relief lead bureau within USAID. I facilitate courses and webinars on topics
ranging from leadership skills to conflict management and operational stress mitigation.

Senior Instructional Design Specialist, Greenleaf Integrative
Anna Greenstone

linkedin.com/in/anna-greenstone-b67ab241/
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Barbara is a Resilience and Climate Adaptation Adviser at USAID and a Science & Technology
Policy Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. She brings to
climate work a range of experiences with environmental health, public health, and
international development as well as an early career practicing and teaching science writing.
She is the author of The Green Tiger: The Costs of Ecological Decline in the Philippines.

Current work: I work at USAID on climate adaptation through a science and technology policy
fellowship from the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

Resilience and Climate Adaptation Adviser and Fellow, USAID
Barbara Goldoftas

linkedin.com/in/barbara-goldoftas-5113361a/

Ari is a Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning (MEL) Intern with USAID’s Bureau for Latin
America and the Caribbean, Strategy and Program Office (LAC/SPO) and a first-year Master of
Public Health student at The George Washington University, with a concentration in
Humanitarian Health. Ari spent over two years supporting MEL contracts and evaluations for
EnCompass LLC and IBTCI across Iraq, Yemen, Nigeria, and Central and South America. Before
that he served in the Peace Corps as a Community and Organizational Development Volunteer
in Albania. Ari has a bachelor’s degree in Law, Societies, and Justice from the University of
Washington in Seattle.

Current work: In December I’ll start as the Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning Intern at
USAID’s Bureau for Latin America and the Caribbean, Strategy and Programs Office. I’m also a
first year Master of Public Health Student & Coverdell Fellow at Milken Institute School of
Public Health at the George Washington University, in the Department of Global Health.

Ari Cooper
MPH Student and Fellow, The George Washington University
linkedin.com/in/aricooper/
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Emma is a bilingual global health program management professional with 5+ years of
experience supporting international health interventions. She has experience in expenditure
tracking, country coordination, donor compliance, and cross-cultural communication. Emma’s
work in public health includes family planning and reproductive health, global health security,
tuberculosis, COVID-19, and infectious disease. 

Current work: In my role at the USAID-funded Infectious Disease Detection and Surveillance
project, I connect country teams based in several sub-Saharan countries with technical
advisors at headquarters, and I support the submission of project deliverables and adherence
to activity implementation schedules.

Country Coordination Specialist, ICF
Emma Bassin

linkedin.com/in/emma-bassin/

Gina has over 25 years of experience in international development, including 14 years of living
and working in emerging economies. She has dedicated much of her career to collaborating
with the private sector to address development challenges, which included heading a team
working for USAID on private-sector engagement, and designing and managing multi-country
programs for the UNDP that created the infrastructure to partner with multinationals. While at
the World Bank she served as country manager for MIGA, and she set up and managed
business development divisions for Crown Agents and CARANA. 

Most recently, Gina led the State University of New York's Center for International
Development, where, in addition to overseeing and growing a large portfolio of programs, she
co-created the International Development Concentration and designed and taught graduate
courses. Gina has an MBA and a bachelor's degree in Economics, and is fluent in Russian.

Current work: I focus on developing programs with private sector partners that advance
development goals while contributing to their bottom line goals.

Gina Volynsky
Senior Director, Private Sector Engagement, Pact
linkedin.com/in/gina-volynsky-a22a12/
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Goldie is a successful alternative investment and private equity professional with 15+ years of
experience. She has a proven track record investing and consulting in emerging markets with a
specific focus in Latin America and the Caribbean Region, with deep and broad insights on the
Region’s investment and political environments. 

Goldie has managed different teams across the entire life-cycle of direct private equity and
fund of funds transactions, in sectors including financial institutions, housing, food &
beverage, energy efficiency and education, and has served as member of several private
equity funds’ Advisory Boards and Investment Committees. 

She has an MBA from The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania, with majors in Finance
and Management; an MA in Political Science from The Hebrew University of Jerusalem; and a
BA in International Relations from Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM).

Current work: I lead the Latin America Investment Funds team for the DFC.

Goldie Shturman
Managing Director, US Development Finance Corporation
linkedin.com/in/goldieshturman/

Hila Cohen Mizrav is an Operational Officer Consultant at the World Bank, working on
improving water and urban resilience. She previously worked at Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB) as a coordinator of the IDB-Israel collaboration: Enhancing Capacity in Water
Resources Technologies. 

Hila's work experience includes water management, irrigation, and upgrading water utilities in
Africa. He has over 10 years of experience in the environmental sector and holds a master’s
degree in Environmental Policy and International Relations from the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.

Current work: I work in the global department of the World Bank, consulting on how to
improve water and urban resilience.

Operation Consultant, The World Bank
Hila Cohen Mizrav
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Karin is an architect and urban planner with more than 7 years of experience in community
participation, urban planning, urban design, transport and sustainable development.  She
currently works as a consultant for the IDB Cities Network. Previously, Karin worked as head of
the Urban Planning Section at Lo Barnechea Municipality in Chile, leading urban planning and
design projects, throughout development, implementation, and completion. She also
developed a policy project in partnership with LSE Cities and Transport for London to align the
future expansion of road pricing across Greater London with London's net-zero 2030 goal
focusing on climate justice and equity distribution.

Karin hold a Master in Public Policy (MPP) from the London School of Economics and Political
Science (LSE), a Master in Real Estate Development and Investment from ESE Business School,
Universidad de Los Andes in Chile, a Master in Urban Project and a BA in Architecture from
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile (PUC).

Current work: At the IDB Cities Network, Housing and Urban Development Division (CSD/HUD)
I provide operational and technical support and expertise in urban development to design
knowledge projects, generate dialogue opportunities between cities, and promote knowledge
transfer, capacity building, and dissemination activities.

Karin Villarroel
Consultant at the IDB Cities Network, Housing and Urban Development
Division, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
linkedin.com/in/karin-villarroel-94207424/

Maya is a Foreign Service Officer with USAID’s Program Office. She has over 15 years of
international program management & operations experience in MENA, Africa, Asia, Eastern
Europe, and the Caribbean. 

In her most recent capacity at JDC’s Global Response and International Development
department, Maya played a key leadership role in the department’s strategy development,
MEAL strategy & implementation, board relations, fundraising, and marketing, as well as
budget management functions. Over the course of her career, Maya specialized in emergency
response & recovery as well as community-based disaster risk reduction, focusing on the
integration of psychosocial support and other community-led recovery initiatives. 

Maya has a Master’s degree in Middle Eastern Studies from the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem and a Bachelor’s degree in International Relations from the University of Colorado
at Boulder. She is a certified facilitator, yoga instructor and Thai massage practitioner.  

Current work: I’m a Program Officer at USAID.

Foreign Service Officer, USAID
Maya Kroitoru

https://www.linkedin.com/in/maya-kroitoru-7aa8604
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Sharon has spent the last 13 years in Washington, DC working in international affairs and
development. She started her career at AMIDEAST where, for 8 years, she primarily worked on
the Fulbright Foreign Student Program, working across 7 countries and managing grants of
MENA Fulbright students to the US. With a desire to pivot to international development,

Sharon transitioned to program management in monitoring and evaluation with a private
consulting firm called Social Impact. In the last three years, she's worked with a variety of
clients including USAID, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and Department of State. Given
SI's global reach, Sharon has expanded beyond a MENA focus and gained technical skills in the
realm of evaluation. She earned her BA in Middle Eastern Studies at UC Berkeley and an MA in
International Affairs from GWU, and is proficient in Hebrew and Spanish.

Current work: Social Impact is a private firm focusing on monitoring and evaluation in the
international development field. Our work is global, across a large breadth of sectors.

Program Manager, Social Impact
Sharon Meged

linkedin.com/in/sharon-meged-a064b934

Sam is a Portfolio Manager for USAID’s Development Innovation Ventures team. In this role, he
reviews and conducts diligence and manages promising innovations in international
development around the world, ranging from e-motos to early childhood development in
between. Sam likes to describe his work as “Shark Tank but for international development.”

Outside of USAID, Sam has provided freelance research and writing for international
organizations and social entrepreneurs. Sam is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-
Madison twice over (master’s and undergraduate). In his free time, he likes playing soccer and
ultimate frisbee, stand-up comedy, and attending musicals.

Current work: We are an open innovation fund that helps find, test, and bring to scale
promising solutions across a broad range of sectors around the world. I conduct diligence on
promising applications to help improve projects and determine whether we should fund them.
Once funded, I manage the grants to ensure they hit predetermined development milestones.

Sam Alhadeff
Portfolio Manager, USAID
linkedin.com/in/alhadeff
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Sheryl has more than 25 years of experience in development with a special focus on advancing
food security and strengthening livelihoods and a strong record of program design and
management, training and capacity-building. 

Before joining CNFA in 2015, Sheryl served in various development positions, including:
Director, Sustainable Food and Agriculture Systems for International Relief Development, Inc.;
Deputy Resident Country Director in Mali for a $465 million contract for the Millennium
Challenge Corporation; Peace Corps Country Director in Benin; Country Director in Niger and
Mali for Africare. She began her career as an agriculture Peace Corps volunteer in Lesotho.

Sheryl currently manages a $145 million portfolio of agribusiness-focused contracts and
grants in eight countries. Proficient in French, Cowan holds a Master of International and
Intercultural Management with a dual concentration in sustainable development and training
from the School for International Training.

Current work: CNFA promotes entrepreneurship in agriculture, agribusiness, food security,
and economic growth. I manage a portfolio that includes 9 projects across West Africa and the
Caucasus.

Senior Vice President, Cultivating New Frontiers in Agriculture (CNFA)
Sheryl Cowan

linkedin.com/in/sherylcowan123
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Yael is from Jerusalem and is currently based in Washington, DC. She has worked to support
international development programs through a variety of NGOs, with a focus on providing
access to education for marginalized populations. She has lived in Niger, India, Ethiopia,
Rwanda, and Switzerland, in addition to working and traveling in other countries. 

Prior to OLAM, Yael planned learning tours for European Parliamentarians at CARE. Yael has a
BA in International Relations from Boston University and an MA in International Education and
Development from The George Washington University.

Current work: I am OLAM’s main point of contact with our practitioners network (65+ partner
organization and dozens of individual members around the world). I organize programs to
bring them together for networking, learning, and collaborating. I also oversee our Aspire
Ethical Practices program and our annual Focal Point conference.

Director of Network Engagement and Programs, OLAM
Yael Shapira

linkedin.com/in/yael-shapira-8b48b124

Amy is originally from Boston and is currently based in Washington, DC. She has worked in
experiential and informal Jewish Education for 13 years, focused on service learning and social
justice programming. 

Amy has worked extensively with global Jewish organizations through her work with Hillel. She
earned her BA in Political Science from The George Washington University, a Graduate
Certificate in Jewish Communal Service from The Baltimore Hebrew Institute and spent two
years studying at The Pardes Institute of Studies in Jerusalem. Amy enjoys reading, cooking
and spending time with her husband and two daughters.

Current work: I work to inspire, educate, and empower Jewish Leaders to become champions
for global service, international development, and humanitarian aid. I do this by running a
variety of programs from educational sessions and lectures, to study trips and seminars. By
providing ongoing support, I provide resources for Jewish organizations to incorporate global
responsibility into their work and to mobilize their constituents around global causes. 

Director of Jewish Communal Engagement and Learning, OLAM
Amy Weiss

linkedin.com/in/amy-weiss-b4960656/
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