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What is Sukkot?
Sukkot is a 7-day holiday named for the huts (Sukkot in Hebrew) in which the Israelites dwelled during 
their 40 years of wandering in the desert after escaping from slavery in Egypt.  To commemorate this time, 
Jews build a temporary outdoor structure (a Sukkah) where they sleep, eat, and relax for the duration 
of the holiday. Sukkot also celebrates the end of the  harvest season, when farmers traditionally express 
gratitude for their bounty and mark the beginning of the rainy season and the next crop cycle in Israel. 

About this Resource 
Sukkot is full of themes of global justice and responsibility – from peace to food security, from gratitude to 
vulnerability.  This resource features daily themed coloring pages that bring a global justice perspective to 
your Sukkot celebration.  These coloring pages can be used whether you are sitting in your home or in a 
Sukkah, alone or with family and friends online.  

How to Use this Resource 
  Download the pages and print them in any size  

   Color the content, either digitally or by hand, and share your coloring creations on social media,  
tagging @OLAMTogether, @RepairTheWorld and @JDCEntwine, and using #HereFor

  Keep the pages in black and white - if you’re uber cool (or just lazy)

  Hang the pages in your home, on your fridge, or in your Sukkah

    Invite people to your Sukkah (socially distant, of course) or online to engage in conversation

    Commit to fulfilling at least two of the action items, either on your own or by mobilizing others’ involvement 

The current pandemic has forced us to reimagine our routines, create new ways of connecting, and produce 
meaning in our lives. As we continue to adapt to our ‘new normal,’ we welcome you to reflect on how this 
pandemic has highlighted the interconnectedness of the world and that our destinies are wrapped up in 
one. No one is safe until we are all safe. We hope that these themes will spark conversations and compel 
you to think and act globally. 

About OLAM
OLAM engages the Jewish community in global service, international development, and humanitarian aid as 
an expression of Jewish values.  OLAM’s 50+ partner organizations self-identify as Jewish and/or Israeli and 
work with vulnerable communities in developing countries. This resource highlights a sample of them.  For 
information on all OLAM partner organizations and how to get involved globally: www.olamtogether.org 

OLAM is generously supported by Adnim Foundation, Anne Heyman and Seth Merrin Family Fund, Charles and 
Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation, Pears Foundation, Laurie and Jeff Franz Fund, and Toleo Foundation.

*All facts are sourced from the United Nations Development Goals 2020. For more information on  
the goals:  https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/



Peace, like the Sukkah, 
is fragile and can fall 

apart at any moment. 
What will it take to maintain 

peace in this world?

American Jewish World Service (AJWS) supports activists around the world who defend human 

advance civil and political rights to forge more democratic and peaceful societies. From Guatemala 
to Senegal to Burma, AJWS is striving to build a more just and equitable world. 

Fact
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Hashkivenu, a petitionary prayer, is traditionally recited before bedtime. It expresses a hope
that we lie down in peace and return to the world the next day after a good night's sleep.
In the prayer, the vision of a Sukkah is used to explain a divine and protective presence.
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Reflect Act
Learn about one con�ict 

in the world that you 
previously knew little about 

and understand its 
causes and e�ects.



Fact

Jewish Learning
The Sukkah takes us out of the comfort 
of our home into a temporary, unstable 
structure that can be permeated by the 

natural elements: wind, rain, sunlight. 
While it provides us with shelter 

and sanctuary, the Sukkah reminds us of 
the fragility of our surroundings  and our 

own vulnerability.

Approximately 150 million people are homeless and at least 1 billion lack adequate 
shelter. This is particularly acute among the world's 79.5 million refugees, people 

who fundamentally cannot go home or move to a new one. In communities around 
the world, JDC’s emergency humanitarian fund helps families who are �nancially 

hard hit by the pandemic with temporary economic assistance to cover their basic 
needs, such as food, health, and housing. 
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Reflect 
We have all become 

familiar with our homes 
this year and perhaps 
have a much stronger 
appreciation for them 

than ever before. 
Why is it therefore 

signi�cant that we leave 
our sturdy home, build a 

Sukkah, and consider 
living in it for a week?

Act
Welcome refugees to 

your community or help 
people impacted by the 

pandemic through 
volunteering virtually or 
locally - assist with job 

training, English tutoring, 
or help to set up a home 

for a newcomer to 
your country. 
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The Rashbam, an 11th century biblical commentator, 
  says that we're commanded to sit in the Sukkah precisely 
    during the harvest season, when we run the risk of 
       gloating and forgetting how privilege and good luck 
         factor into our achievements.  The temporary Sukkah 
          reminds us to remain humble even amongst our success.

Fact
734 million people live on less than $1.90 a day, the accepted de�nition of extreme poverty. This number is 
expected to increase as a result of COVID-19.  As part of their emergency COVID-19 relief work in vulnerable 
communities in India, Gabriel Project Mumbai has produced 30,000 reusable masks through their Tribal 
Threads Women’s Sewing Collective, helping to save lives and provide jobs for women.

Reflect
What is one thing you have learned to live 
without throughout this unprecedented 
time? What is something you would like 

to provide others who are struggling?

Act
Identify, learn about, and donate to 

a global cause you care about.



Fact

ריך
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ושמחת בחגך, אתה ובנך ובתך ועבדך ואמתך והלוי והגר והיתום והאלמנ

A third of the world’s food is currently wasted, yet 821 million people are undernourished and 
nearly 690 million people are hungry. CultivAid transfers Israeli knowledge and technology, 
training a new generation of agronomists in Ethiopia and Tanzania seeking to transform the 
agricultural sector to enable food and nutritional security, economic development and job creation.  

Jewish Learning

Sukkot is described as the "time of our joy." Maimonides, the medieval philosopher, says that we only ful�ll our 

obligation of observing Sukkot if we share our happiness with others and feed those around us who are in need.

Act
The food we eat is increasingly being 

delivered by global production systems 
that cross many borders. Research where 
the fruits and vegetables, dairy, meat and 

processed foods you consume are coming 
from and learn about your impact on the 

social, economic, and environmental 
conditions of the people and the places 

connected to your meals.

Reflect
Before consuming your meal, recite a 

blessing or re�ection to appreciate the 
resources, time, and people that took 

part in growing, harvesting, processing, 
transporting, marketing, purchasing and 

preparing your meal.

צדקה
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Think about all the ways 
you consume and use 
water during the day. 

What are ways you could 
reduce your water usage?

Reflect 
Pick one way you are 
going to save water 
moving forward and 
make it part of your 

daily routine.

Act

2.2 billion people around the world still lack safely managed drinking water, including 785 million 
without basic drinking water. Innovation: Africa has transformed over 2 million people's lives with Fact

Jewish Learning
During Sukkot, one of the most joyous observances was known as Simchat Beit 
Hashoeivah, the Celebration of the Water Drawing, where everyone gathered to collect 
water from the well that would be used during the water libation in the Temple, marking 
the beginning of the rainy season in Israel.  A prayer for rain is added into daily prayer 
after Sukkot, also o�cially beginning Israel's rain and crop seasons.
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Act
Write a letter to your elected o�cials 
in support of programs and policies 

that mobilize sustainable action in the 
developing world or sign a petition in 

support of global causes.

In ancient times, sacri�ces were made in the Temple during Sukkot on behalf 
of the protection of all nations for their wellbeing and for peace and harmony 

between them, the only sacri�ce of its kind during a holiday.

Reflect
Share a story of a time when you 
joined others in pursuit of justice.
What issue were you addressing? 

How did you address the issue together? 
What did you accomplish?

Fact
In the past year, the world has seen citizens calling for action around the world from the Black Lives Matter 
movement in America to the Global Climate strike, which brought 4 million people from 185 countries together 
in action. Every year, HIAS, an organization with over 140 years of experience working with refugees, organizes 
Refugee Shabbat, calling on Jewish communities to dedicate their Shabbat experience to refugees and asylum 
seekers by pledging to learn, act, advocate, and/or donate.

 בית תפילה יקרא לכל העמים
תי

בי
כי 

Solidarity
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Resilience

Unlike the holiday of Passover, which recalls the 10 plagues and the crossing of the Red Sea, 
or Shavuot, which commemorates the wondrous revelation at Mount Sinai, there is no overt 
miracle at the heart of Sukkot.  Rather, it's a celebration of the human spirit and resiliency – 
our abilities to persist, overcome tragedy, and rebuild even while encountering unfamiliar, 

barren terrain.
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What have you discovered 
about yourself during this 
pandemic when it comes 
to overcoming hardship?

Reflect
Volunteer your time, either 
in person or online, to help 

someone overcoming 
challenges and seeking to 

build a better future.

Act

Fact
Around the world, marginalized and vulnerable people are using creativity, grit, and resilience to overcome 
challenges and instill innovative solutions in their communities, transforming their lives and the lives of others. 
Agahozo-Shalom Youth Village empowers orphaned and vulnerable Rwandan youth to build lives of dignity 
and contribute to a better world. 97% of the Class of 2019 passed Rwanda's advanced-level national exam.
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